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Mast dental ua1t.ng rooms aren’t this
lush! Villagers in Yanuatu waiting for
examinations and treatments.
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HE STORY BEGAN IN 2009 WHEN ROBERT LATIMER, A FINANCIAL PLANNER AND
CO-OWNER OF THE 53-FOOT STEEL YACHT CHIMERE ESTABLISHED MEDICAL
SAILING MINISTRIES (MSM) TO TRANSPORT MEDICAL VOLUNTEERS, PLUS THEIR GEAR,
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT, TO REMOTE ISLANDS IN VANUATU TO CONDUCT CLINICS IN
VILLAGE SETTINGS. DURING THE FIRST TWO MISSIONS ROBERT NOTICED THAT DENTAL

HEALTH SERVICES APPEARED TO BE LACKING IN THESE REMOTE AREAS OF VANUATU.
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Although some Health Care Workers wera
observed extracting teeth under less than ideal
conditions, few dental services appeared to be
available. This is hardly surprising in a nation
where more than 80% of people live in rural
villages and the dentist/population ratio sits

at a stagoering 1:34,812 (Sourca: University of
Queensland, Dept Dentistry, ...Contimued page 4
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Int Dent J, Wiolume &0, lssue 2,
pages 122-128, April 20109
Following conversations with
Robert it was decided that a
proposed model be established
within the existing Health Care

Worker network and ideally consist
of oral health education, prevention

and ART targsting mainly primany
and pre-school children, and oral
screening/education for pregnant
women and mothers of young
children. With this model in mind
Robert and Mike Clarke, co-
director of MSM, established the
Wanuatu Dental Care Senice, in
partnership with the Presbyterian
Church Vanuatu Health Program.
Funding was cbtained from

AusAlD through Uniting World, the
oversaas arm of the Uniting Church
in Australia and the first two Mi-van
Diental Waorkers, Bob Matuman and

Morinda Toara, were recruited to
come to Melboume to undergo
training.

Bob and Morinda arrived in
Melbourns in February 2013 and
undersent intensive training

for four weesks in areas ranging
from an overview of the Dental
Care Program, lectures on oral
health education, prevention,
ART, infection control, visits to
private dental dinics, chair-side

assisting, supporting wolunteer dentists, dental
records, purchasing, practice manuals, computer
hardware, SASIS softwars training, basic dental
equipment maintenance, 3 visit to Health
Promotion and Communications at Dental
Health Services Victoria, production of education
materials and resources adapted to Vanuaty
culture, oral health education presentations in
English and Bislama, and practical training in
ART at the Melbourne Dental School.

Robert and Miks also helped establish a new
dental dinic in Port Vila fwith PCW Health
Program) to serve as a base for organising
visits to schools and peri-natal dinics on the
main island, Efate, as well as a
referral centre for patients who
cannot be treated simply by ART.
Caries prevalence surveys werne
undertzken on Grade 1 children at
two primary schools, one in Port
Wila {20 children,} and one outside
Port Wila [20 children) on the more
developed island Efate, and also
in remote areas in the Banks/
Tomes lslands in the northern
Torba province (approximateby

& children). Although the data
has not yet been processed, the
apparent caries prevalence is perceived to be
very high in and around Port Vila and somewhat
lower in the more izolated Torba province.

In the meantime, Bob and Morinda have
implemented the oral health education program
in schools and peri-natal clinics in and arocund
Port Wila, and between March and June had
visited 11 schools reaching 1255 children as

wigll a5 screening and oral health advice for 827
individuzls ranging from infants (134}, primary
21} and secondary (43) children, and adults {29).
Curing the pericd July to September, however,
Bob and Morinda have been involved in thres
consecutive MSM medical/dental/eye-care
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Between March

and June Bob and
Morinda had visited
11 schools reaching
1255 children as
well as screenin

and oral health
advice for 627

mdividuals

F&R LEFT: The first
two Mi-Van Dental
Workers, Marinda
Toara and

Bob Matuman, came
from Vanuatu for a
four weak intenzive

training program,
pictured here with
Frofessar Martin Tyas
and Barry 5Stewart
(back]

LEFT: Marinda
visiting a school

missicns on board the yacht Chimere to isolated
areas in anuatu, with dentists Lyndon Sheppard,
Garry Hibble and Barry Stewart participating in
the first, second and third mizsions respectively
These missions mainly involwed extractions (543
teeth) undertaken by dentists with some ART

(50 patients) and scaling of teeth carried out by
Ecb and Morindz. Bob and Merinda also acted
& dental assistants and conducted oral health
education sessions to over 540 children and

adults in the villages.

Although “Wanuatu Dental Care will depend

initizlly on aid donations and woluntesr dental
staff, the model & designed to be self-sustaining
with the zim of expanding the
network and supporting dental
education for Mi-van health care
workers.

If you would like information
about wolunteering for BSM

or Wanusty Dental Care please
visit the MSM website fuww.
mism.org.aul, which indudes
links to sponsors aswell as the
first newsletter "Heki tut Heki
laef” and ship: logs related to
past and recent sailing missions.
DPL Australia covers dentists for professional
liakility in Yanuatu, and ADSYE Dentists Liabilities
Insurance policy underwritten by Guild Insurznce
also "extends cover to dentists who are curmently
insured with them, and are carnying out dentistry
in Vanuatu for short duration on a voluntary
basis”. Both organisations, however, should be
informed beforehand. D

Dir Barry Stpwart

Eudnions mote: (Barry’ role 4 to dadvrse and st e phe
rrplementanom of a dental care sermce based om oral
hedith edecanon, prévention dand trédtment (fecheding
ART), sorhszng demtal workers dnd @ metwaork of health
core workers i Vit



